September 16, 2003
AACPA Minutes

21 attendees

a.  President Bob Sills opened meeting at 12:00 noon.

b.  Each attendee introduced themselves.

c.  Pledge of Allegiance

d.  Guest speaker was Mr. Randy Sijansky, Texas DPS Office, Division of Emergency Management

Randy was from the Emergency Management office at Corpus Christi and covered his duties, services they provide to the 39 counties in South Texas, and explanation of equipment and types of available funding and training to the communities in Texas.   He also reviewed the actions taken during the last major storm which caused major flooding throughout the South Texas counties last year, and the partial collapse of the Intercostals Waterway bridge in Port Isabel that was struck by a barge navigating down the waterway.  

e.  Board Member reports:

(1) President’s Report

(a) Mid Winter conference to be held in Round Rock,  on January 19-22, 2004.  Registration fees $55 through Nov 30th.  After Nov 30th, $65.  with on-site fee to be $75.

(b) Next meeting location will be announced on the web site and in the newsletter prior to the next meeting.
(2) Second VP
(a) No report

(3) Secretary

(a) No Report

(4) Treasurer

(a) Expenses for last 30 days were $62.06, Net Worth currently at $6921.42.

(b) Request was made to prepay the registration fee for the President to attend the Mid-Winter conference in Round Rock. Motion was made by R. Nemec, seconded by J. Cowan, and was approved.

(c) Motion by C. Farnhof, seconded by B. Bird to accept the treasurers report as presented.  Motion carried.

(5) Military Representative
(a) No report

(6) Law Enforcement Representative

(a) No report

(7) Old Business

(a) None

(8) New Business

(a) None
(9) Open Forum

(a) Richard Green told about the 10th Annual COP/VIP Anniversary luncheon that San Antonio held at the Joe Freeman Coliseum on September 13th where three of our members received recognition and awards (R. Green, D. Carr & J. Cowan).  Richard would like to see that AACPA, COP and other volunteers to set up liaison links and communications between other municipalities.  Richard is currently a representative of the Crime Commission that meets at the San Antonio Police Departments Headquarters located downtown in San Antonio.  Richard discussed his activities involving surveillance activities at  San Antonio’s Northwest Substation.  Since they began their directed patrol activities the crime rate has dropped 3.8% since June 2003 along the IH-10 West corridor.  
(b) Robert Nemec discussed seasonal robberies which appears to be caused by juveniles, as the crime rates have dropped with the restart of  school .  He announced that they would have a Crime Prevention booth at the Guadalupe County Fair Grounds coliseum (inside) on the 9-12th of October.  Details will be posted on the web site and in the October newsletter.

(c) Lewis Kreuther told about Schertz receiving a Firearms Simulator for their officers to train on, and that he would be holding a “Citizens Police Academy”, details, dates and information will be posted on the web site and in the October newsletter.

(d) Bob Graham is working on keeping COP interesting with speakers and getting citizens to attend Homeland Security and similar programs and training.

(e) Roland Berg, Precinct 4, presented brochures on several upcoming handgun courses.  He talked about the reasoning behind these defensive tactics courses.  Additional information is available from Defensive Tactics Group, 1-877-884-9009, www.stressfire.com.
(f) Karen Tucker stated that they had noticed a increase of graffiti, especially inside the university’s buildings and restrooms.  Domestic violence was also on the increase within the campus.

(g) Martin Phelan introduced himself.  He has taken over the Barbara Bird’s position at the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts Office.   Welcome aboard Martin!

(h) Barbara Bird retired on August 31st from the Texas Comptrollers Office and began her new position with the Bexar County Constable’s Precinct 3.
(i) Ruben Aldaz, visiting from the Alamo Heights Police Department, stated that they have had a rise in car burglaries.  46 of the 48 reported recently were unlocked vehicles.  Once school started the burglaries stopped.

(j) Gilbert DeLaPortilla, TCPA President, spoke about up-coming elections.  Bob Sills cannot run again due to the 2 year rule in the AACPA Bylaws.

(10) Adjournment

(a) Motion made, seconded and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 1:25 PM.
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